The odd-chain hydrocarbons (alkanes) of plant cuticular wax, in combination with orally-dosed, even-chain alkanes of adjacent chain length, can be used to estimate herbage intake in ruminants (Mayes et al, 1986, J Agric Sci, Camb, 107,[161][162][163][164][165][166][167][168][169][170] (Mayes et al, 1986), in demonstrating that dosed C32 and natural C33 alkanes can be used to obtain accurate estimates of herbage intake in animals which are also consuming grain supplements.
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